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THE ORDER OF SERVICE 
Service of the Word  Christian Worship, p. 38 

The Service of the Word © Northwestern Publishing House 1993. All rights reserved.   
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OPENING HYMN  732 – We Are Singing 
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INVOCATION 

 

Minister The grace of our Lord (+) Jesus Christ and the love of God and the 

fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you. 

 

Congregation   And also with you.   

 

 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 

 
M We have come into the presence of God, who created us to love and serve him as his 

dear children. But we have disobeyed him and deserve only his wrath and 

punishment. Therefore, let us confess our sins to him and plead for his mercy. 

 

C Merciful Father in heaven, I am altogether sinful from birth. In countless ways I 

have sinned against you and do not deserve to be called your child. But trusting 

in Jesus, my Savior, I pray: Have mercy on me according to your unfailing love. 

Cleanse me from my sin, and take away my guilt. 

 

M God, our heavenly Father, has forgiven all your sins. By the perfect life and innocent 
death of our Lord Jesus Christ, he has removed your guilt forever. You are his own 

dear child. May God give you strength to live according to his will. 

C Amen. 

 

M In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord. 

 

 

CALVARY SCHOOL CHILDREN            As a Little Child 
 
O you must become as a little child, 

As a little child and come unto Him. 

Yes, you must become as a little child 
To share in the kingdom of God. 
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Come unto Jesus, run into His arms 

Come unto Jesus and you can 
Share the kingdom of God. 

  

Jesus loves me this I know 

For the Bible tells me so 
Little ones to Him belong 

They are weak but He is strong 

Yes, Jesus loves me 
Yes Jesus loves me 

Yes, Jesus loves me 

The Bible tells me so. 

 

 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

M Let us pray.  Almighty and everlasting God, give us an increase of faith, hope, and 

love; and, that we may obtain what you promise, make us love what you command; 

through Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
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THE WORD 
 

FIRST LESSON  Joshua 24:1-2, 14-18 
As Joshua’s life comes to a close, he gathers Israel to encourage them to serve the Lord… 
as he intends to do with his family. 

 
JOSHUA 24:1

 Then Joshua assembled all the tribes of Israel at Shechem. He summoned 
the elders, leaders, judges and officials of Israel, and they presented themselves before 

God. 

 

   
 2
 Joshua said to all the people, “This is what the LORD, the God of Israel, says: 

‘Long ago your forefathers, including Terah the father of Abraham and Nahor, lived 

beyond the River and worshiped other gods.’ 

 
14

 “Now fear the LORD and serve him with all faithfulness. Throw away the gods 

your forefathers worshiped beyond the River and in Egypt, and serve the LORD. 
15

 But if 

serving the LORD seems undesirable to you, then choose for yourselves this day whom 
you will serve, whether the gods your forefathers served beyond the River, or the gods of 

the Amorites, in whose land you are living. But as for me and my household, we will 

serve the LORD.” 

 
    

16
 Then the people answered, “Far be it from us to forsake the LORD to serve other 

gods! 
17 

It was the LORD our God himself who brought us and our fathers up out of 

Egypt, from that land of slavery, and performed those great signs before our eyes. He 
protected us on our entire journey and among all the nations through which we traveled. 
18 

And the LORD drove out before us all the nations, including the Amorites, who lived 

in the land. We too will serve the LORD, because he is our God.” 
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PSALM     Psalm 71 
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SECOND LESSON Ephesians 5:21-31 

Lives of service to God mean lives of service to each other.  We submit to one another as 

we carry out our God given roles. 

 
EPHESIANS 5:21

 Submit to one another out of reverence for Christ. 

 

   
 22

 Wives, submit to your husbands as to the Lord. 
23

 For the husband is the head of 

the wife as Christ is the head of the church, his body, of which he is the Savior. 
24

 Now as 
the church submits to Christ, so also wives should submit to their husbands in everything. 

 

    
25 

Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ loved the church and gave himself up 
for her 

26 
to make her holy, cleansing her by the washing with water through the word,    

27
 and to present her to himself as a radiant church, without stain or wrinkle or any other 

blemish, but holy and blameless. 
28

 In this same way, husbands ought to love their wives 
as their own bodies. He who loves his wife loves himself. 

29
 After all, no one ever hated 

his own body, but he feeds and cares for it, just as Christ does the church-- 
30 

for we are 

members of his body. 
31

 “For this reason a man will leave his father and mother and be 

united to his wife, and the two will become one flesh.” 

 

 

VERSE OF THE DAY 
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GOSPEL  John 6:60-69 
Salvation by faith in Jesus seems easy.  Actually, it is the hardest thing for sinful man to 

believe.  Will it lead us to stop following Jesus? 

 
JOHN 6:60

 On hearing it, many of his disciples said, “This is a hard teaching. Who can 

accept it?” 

 

    
61

 Aware that his disciples were grumbling about this, Jesus said to them, “Does 
this offend you? 

62
 What if you see the Son of Man ascend to where he was before! 

63 
The 

Spirit gives life; the flesh counts for nothing. The words I have spoken to you are spirit 

and they are life. 
64

 Yet there are some of you who do not believe.” For Jesus had known 
from the beginning which of them did not believe and who would betray him. 

65
 He went 

on to say, “This is why I told you that no one can come to me unless the Father has 

enabled him.” 
 
66 

From this time many of his disciples turned back and no longer followed him. 

 

    
67

 “You do not want to leave too, do you?” Jesus asked the Twelve. 
 

    
68

 Simon Peter answered him, “Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the words of 

eternal life. 
69

 We believe and know that you are the Holy One of God.” 

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
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HYMN OF THE DAY  259 – When All Your Mercies, O My God 

 

 

 

 

 

SERMON 
 Psalm 71 

 

The Memoirs of a Christian 

 

 

 

 

 



[11] 

CONFESSION OF FAITH – THE APOSTLES’ CREED 
 
C I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

   maker of heaven and earth. 

 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 

  who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

  born of the virgin Mary, 

  suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

  was crucified, died, and was buried. 

 He descended into hell. 

 The third day he rose again from the dead. 

 He ascended into heaven 

  and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty.  

 From there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

  the holy Christian Church,  

   the communion of saints, 

  the forgiveness of sins, 

  the resurrection of the body, 

  and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

 

FRIENDSHIP REGISTER and GATHERING OF OFFERINGS 

 

MUSICAL OFFERTORY 

 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
 

In peace, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy. 

 
For the Church, that all the baptized would be delivered from all hypocrisy and given 

grace to honor God not only with their lips, but in their heart, let us pray to the Lord: 

Lord, have mercy. 

 

For an increase in pastors, teachers, deaconesses and other church workers, let us pray to 

the Lord: Lord, have mercy. 
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For each person entrusted with public responsibility or civic duty in our land and in all 

nations, that they be given wisdom to know what is right and true and courage to govern 
according to such wisdom, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy. 

 

For every Christian marriage, that husbands and wives may, by the power of the Holy 

Spirit, relate to one another in such a way that they form a living picture of the 
communion of Christ and His Bride, the Church, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have 

mercy. 

 
For those taking treatments, for the ill or injured, for the lonely and the prisoners, [and 

for all who have desired our prayers, including ______________,] that in meekness each 

hurting heart would obtain fresh joy in the Lord and exult in the Holy One of Israel, let us 
pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy. 

 

For the faithful departed, let us offer our thanks and praise to Him who is the resurrection 

and the life, asking Him to give us our share with the saints in light, let us pray to the 
Lord: Lord, have mercy. 

 

Into Your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in Your mercy, 
through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen. 

 

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 

C Our Father in heaven,  

  hallowed be your name,  

  your kingdom come, 

  your will be done  

   on earth as in heaven.   

Give us today our daily bread.   

Forgive us our sins,  

 as we forgive those  

 who sin against us.   

Lead us not into temptation,  

but deliver us from evil.   

For the kingdom, the power,  

 and the glory are yours   

 now and forever.  Amen. 
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SERMON HYMN 426 – Yours Forever, God of Love 

 
 

 

PRAYER 
 

M Almighty God, we thank you for teaching us the things you want us to believe and 

do. Help us by your Holy Spirit to keep your Word in pure hearts that we may be 
strengthened in faith, guided in holiness, and comforted in life and in death, 

through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and forever. 
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BLESSING 

 
M Brothers and sisters, go in peace.  

 Live in harmony with one another.  
 Serve the Lord with gladness. 

 

The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look on you with favor and (+) give you peace.  
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CLOSING HYMN   331 – Guide Me, O Thou Great Jehovah         

 
 

  

 

 
After worship, please feel free to stay and greet your neighbors. 
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